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Fig.1 The number of homeless people who participated in screening for tuberculosis by
Shinjuku Health Center  since1999 - 2010
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Fig.2 Age distribution from annual survey while preparing meal outdoors or patrolling
on a street  since 1996 — 2011



The situation and the solutions of Tuberculosis problems in Japan from the view point
of homelessness
- through the activities of a homeless support NPO, collaboration with a public health
center -

Kanazawa Sadako

Medical Care Team of Shinjuku Renraku-Kai

It has been 20 years, since the issue of homelessness emerged in Japanese society.
The people with a history of both exposure to tuberculosis and experience of
homelessness tend to be bad prognosis.

Our team have played an active role, working with Shinjuku Public Health Center
who conducts screening for tuberculosis every year. But, the screening service itself
doesn’t create fundamental solution of homeless people infected with tuberculosis.

Developing a system of “from street to apartment” is essential for finding the
solutions. Our team believe this is one of the most important understanding among

the people who are involved in health and medical care.



